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Diversity 
in Aquatics
A NETWORK TO HELP SAVE LIVES

Since its founding in 2006, DIA has worked with various 

organizations and its members to develop  programming that 

educates, promotes, and supports  collaborative community 

engagement efforts amongst  diverse aquatic professionals and 

organizations.

 DIA members research, design and implement culturally 

 and linguistically diverse programs and strategies to increase 

aquatic participation, promote healthy aquatic activities 

 and to ultimately reduce drowning. Their programs target 

 everything from building awareness of water safety and 

overcoming existing fears to training and working with aquatic 

professionals towards building knowledge and  inclusivity at 

every level of aquatic activity. DIA also works with several 

organizations who are a part of the National Governing Bodies 

of Sports under the United States Olympic Committee to 

develop ways to highlight the benefits of  aquatic sport and 

fitness to more diverse populations.
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DIVERSITY IN AQUATICS (DIA) IS THE NATION’S 

LARGEST  NETWORK OF ETHNICALLY DIVERSE 

AQUATIC PROFESSIONALS,  PRACTITIONERS, 

RESEARCHERS, ATHLETES, AND ENTHUSIASTS, 

 ALL WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP SAVE LIVES. 

THE NETWORK’S FOCUS IS ELIMINATING THE 

DROWNING DISPARITY  AMONG HISTORICALLY 

EXCLUDED AND UNDERREPRESENTED 

 COMMUNITIES AND VULNERABLE POPULATIONS. 
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 Through its partnership with the International Water 

Safety Foundation (IWSF), the organization has reached 

over  1 million families with the water safety message 

through  its celebration of International Water Safety Day 

each  year on May 15th.

 

“With DIA, we show the tree of life from learning to 

swim. And one of the things we say is... understanding the 

importance  of learning how to swim can lead  to a tree 

with many branches—into  occupational opportunities, 

into school,  but also saving life, lifesaving skills.” 

—Dr. Angela Beale-Tawfeeq, Director of Education and 

 Research for Diversity In Aquatics and a member of the 

American Red Cross Scientific Advisory Aquatic Council

 DIA has also established an International Diversity 

 in Aquatics Convention, where aquatic leaders from 

 across the globe come together each year to develop 

 solutions that address the global epidemic of drowning  in 

historically excluded, underrepresented and  vulnerable 

populations. During its convention,  Diversity In Aquatics 

has taught over 1,000 children  and adults the basics of 

water safety, swimming  and the necessary skills needed 

to help save their  lives and others from drowning. 

“When we exclude communities  [from aquatic 

opportunities],  we’re not giving them information  to 

be empowered, to start making choices. We want to 

empower our  kids. Our kids should have every  chance 

they want to be successful.” 

—Dr. Miriam Lynch, a swimmer, coach and  the 

Executive Director of Diversity In Aquatics

 Through ongoing efforts like these, this growing 

 organization is equipping historically excluded  and 

underrepresented communities and vulnerable 

 populations with the skills needed to be safe in the  water 

and experience the physical and mental health  benefits 

gained from aquatic activities. Their aim  is to triple 

their outreach efforts by providing more  opportunities 

to positively engage in aquatics, increase  the number 

of diverse certified aquatic professionals  and conduct 

classroom instruction focused on water  safety. Everyone 

can—and should—be water safe  and encouraged to 

participate in learn to swim programs!
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THE VISION OF DIVERSITY IN AQUATICS IS TO CREATE  OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 

COMMUNITIES TO IMPROVE THEIR  OVERALL QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH EQUITABLE  

ACCESS  TO WATER SAFETY EDUCATION, DROWNING PREVENTION  PRACTICES AND  

AQUATIC ACTIVITIES. DIA WORKS  COLLABORATIVELY WITH COMMUNITIES TO EMPOWER 

 THEM THROUGH THE EDUCATION, PROMOTION, AND  SUPPORT OF EFFORTS GEARED  

TOWARD REDUCING THE  RISK OF UNINTENTIONAL DROWNING.

Come get involved and learn  more about Diversity 
in Aquatics. Visit us at diversityinaquatics.org or 
scan here to make a donation today!
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